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Senior Cougars to Study Abroad
KARA BIVENS
Staff Reporter

   The Class of 2021 seniors are 
ready to step into the next stage 
of their lives as they head to col-
leges across the U.S. and around 
the world this fall. As they prepare 
for the journey, seniors share their 
destinations and expectations for 
their first year of college. 
   Mac Sizeland will be a “junior 
freshman” at Trinity College Dub-
lin this fall. Mac was interested in 
applying overseas and had started 
an application for Trinity but only 
decided to submit the application 
when a friend was accepted. Mac 
is “really excited about the class 

structure in Ireland, because you 
can go straight into your major, 
and the seminar classes and tu-
torials will have about 30 people 
maximum, which allows you to 
get a lot closer to the people in 
your major.”
   Ireland follows the British uni-
versity structure, where students 
apply to a major rather than a 
school and must submit multiple 
applications if they want to double 
major. The class designations also 
have different titles in Ireland: 
junior freshman, senior freshman, 
junior sophister, and senior so-

phister. 
   Mac is excited to explore Trin-
ity’s depository library, which 
includes every book that has ever 
been published in Ireland and 
the U.K., while earning a major 
in Classics, Ancient History, and 
Archaeology. Mac thinks that “the 
strangest part of college will be 
not wearing uniforms.”
   Bella Zemak will also be travel-
ing abroad as part of her college 
experience. Bella is earning cred-
its with William and Mary through 
a program based in California. 
Verto’s honors program has only 
25 students that will be exploring 
London and Costa Rica. 
   Bella said, “my parents wanted 
to send me to Europe to get my 
full bachelor’s degree, but I de-
cided I also wanted to experience 
college in America. I chose this 
program because I absolutely love 
to travel.” Bella’s parents have 
taken her all around the world, 
and she wants to continue explor-

ing new places. 
   Bella believes she will gain 
more real world experience from 
Verto than she would with the tra-
ditional college education. “I have 
always been an extremely outgo-
ing and adventurous person so I 
am beyond excited to take part in 
this program,” she said. Bella also 
said that the most unusual part of 
her college experience will be “the 
fact that in Costa Rica I will not 
be studying on a campus. Instead 
it will be more of a field study” 
with class indoors and outdoors 
as well as zipline and white-water 
rafting activities. 
   The Class of 2021 is uniquely 
prepared to face the world after 
high school. The seniors will enter 
college ready to persevere despite 
any setbacks life may throw their 
way. 
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Mr. Belk Closes Chapter at CCHS
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter

   Mr. Belk has been Charlotte Catho-
lic’s dean of students for 26 years. The 
end of this year marks his last in the 
position. Following this school year, he 
will be stepping down from the posi-
tion.
   In a recent interview, Mr. Belk said, 
“I think you know when it’s time to 
do something else and allow someone 
else to bring something to that posi-
tion.” However, he will not be leav-
ing Charlotte Catholic just yet. While 
Mr. Belk’s next position is not clearly 
outlined yet, it will involve managing 
the facilities. He has performed this job 
for the past few years but it will now 
be his full-time position.
   Mr. Belk first started at the school in 
1978 as his first job after college. He 
taught math for 17 years before mov-
ing to his current position. Over the 
years he’s been the coach or assistant 
coach for multiple sports, including 
baseball, golf, varsity football, and JV 
football.
   Altogether, Mr. Belk has been with 
Charlotte Catholic for 43 years. “It’s 

been a long stay but a very good one.” 
He plans to still stay involved with the 
CCHS community in the coming years.
   Mr. Belk describes himself as a “do-
it-yourself-er.” He said, “I love fixing 
things and there are still some projects 
going on around Charlotte Catholic 
that I was involved in. I like being able 
to stay involved in those, and to be 

able to reduce those responsibilities 
and still stay connected to Charlotte 
Catholic.” He has put a lot of time into 
his work to make the school a better 
place.
   He hopes to not only stay engaged 
with projects here, but also to have 
more time for projects at home, as well 
as his family. He said, “I’m a very ac-
tive person. I love to stay busy. I like 
to work with my hands. To have more 
time to do those things while I still feel 
like doing them will be the nice part.”
   However, Mr. Belk said he will miss 
aspects of his previous position, espe-
cially working with students and his 
fellow faculty members. Whether for 
disciplinary reasons or simply help-
ing them, he is very passionate about 
working with students. As for what 
he would miss most, he said “I think 
the joy of helping someone through a 
tough situation. I’m hopeful but I think 
a part of it is, if you’ve done this for 
43 years, you have to love what you do 
and you have to love the fact of deal-
ing with the students. I will miss that 

part.”
   While he will still be working with 
other faculty members, he may not 
be as closely involved with others. 
He considers both the school and the 
faculty to be not just a community, but 
also a family. He is glad to still be a 
part of it even though his role will be 
different.
   He concluded with, “I couldn’t ex-
press enough how important Charlotte 
Catholic is to me, how special it’s been 
to me for a long time. I think the com-
munity–to be part of a strong Catholic 
faith community–I’ve been blessed to 
be a part of it, and to be attached for 
another year. It’ll always be an impor-
tant part of my life.”
   Although Mr. Belk will still be with 
us, his change in position marks a big 
change in our school, as he has been 
a very active, prominent part of our 
everyday school experience for a long 
time. He hopes that his successor will 
bring something new and refreshing to 
the job, and he looks ahead to his work 
with Charlotte Catholic next year. 
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Cougars Add More Rings to Their Collection

ROBERT VERRIER
Staff Reporter

   Charlotte Catholic, renowned 
statewide for their teams’ athletic 
success, added to its extensive list 
of state championships despite the 
uncertainty of competing during a 
pandemic.
   The Charlotte Catholic men’s golf 
team captured their third consecutive 
state championship, bringing home 
the hardware in the 2021, 2019, and 
2018 seasons (golf did not play a 
2020 season due to the Covid-19 
outbreak). The golf team was led by 
junior Clay Tardif, freshman Cornell 
Beans, and senior Nick Rubino. The 
golf team secured their victory on 
May 10th. 
   Three days earlier, Charlotte 
Catholic’s football team achieved an 
unprecedented fourth consecutive 
state championship, defeating Have-
lock High School 14-7. The win is 
head coach Mike Brodowicz’s fifth 
state championship in the last six 
years. 
   For Catholic football, the entire 
journey to the state championship 
was marked by adversity and the 
Cougars’ ability to overcome it. 
Facing the possibility of the entire 
season being cancelled, the Cougars 
prevailed in tough battles against 
teams such as Cuthbertson, Marvin 
Ridge, and Crest on their path to the 
title. 
   Though the season will be remem-
bered for the state championship 
victory, it almost never came to be, 
as Cuthbertson nearly brought the 
Cougars playoff hopes to a shocking 
end during an eerie Easter Monday 
matchup. Though the Cougars had 
a 18-12 lead midway through the 
fourth quarter, Cuthbertson went on 
a long drive to add a late score on a 
touchdown pass from senior quar-
terback Evan Bernard to senior tight 
end Seth Ehigmy, giving Cuthbert-
son a 19-18 lead with forty seconds 
remaining in the game. A loss in this 
game would dash the playoff hopes 
of the Cougars and end the dreams 
of a possible four-peat. 
   Cuthbertson fans believed the lead 
was insurmountable, which would 
have given the Cavaliers their first-
ever victory over Catholic. 
With their backs against the wall, 
the Cougars received the kickoff and 
senior running back Paul Neel took 
the return to the Cuthbertson 41-yard 

line. From there, sophomore quar-
terback Sean Boyle tossed a 41-yard 
touchdown pass to junior tight end 
Robert McKernan, giving the Cou-
gars a 26-19 lead, and a clutch, last 
second victory.         
   The victory marked the first game 
played following the passing of the 
late, great head coach Jim Oddo, 
who passed away the Wednesday 
prior to the game. Oddo was head 
coach for 41 years, and it certainly is 
not a coincidence that the touchdown 
was a 41-yard pass. 

   The following week, the Cougars 
took on conference rivals Marvin 
Ridge, where Marvin’s freshman 
quarterback Evan Medders im-
pressed, throwing for 263 yards 
in the game, more passing yards 
than the Cougars had given up all 
year.            
   Although Marvin Ridge never 
held a lead bigger than three points, 
they threatened to take the lead 
several times. The Cougars’ defense 
made two big stops. The first came 
with Marvin Ridge on the Cougars’ 
one-yard line, and senior linebacker 
Liam Barbee coming up clutch with 
a critical interception. The second 
came with Marvin Ridge’s final 
offensive drive of the game when 

senior linebacker Will Dettmer 
intercepted another pass to secure a 
21-17 victory.
   In the first round of the playoffs, 
the Cougars faced Crest High School 
from Shelby, by far the most chal-
lenging of their games this season. 
In the first quarter, Crest took a 21-7 
lead on only seven offensive plays. 
This was more points than anybody 
had scored against the Cougars all 
season, and it was only the first 
quarter. 
   Although some Cougars fans be-
gan to worry, the Cougars’ defense 

stepped up to the challenge, and 
didn’t allow another score for the 
remainder of the game. The Cougars 
battled all the way back and scored 
a rushing touchdown by Paul Neel 
with six seconds remaining in the 
fourth quarter to give them a 28-21 
lead and another victory.
   After victories over AC Reynolds 
and Monroe, the state champion-
ship arrived. The Cougars returned 
to Carter-Finley Stadium at North 
Carolina State University, the alma 
mater of Coach Oddo, where he was 
a two-time All-American center.    
   Catholic would face Havelock 
High School, the same team they 
beat to secure the state champi-
onship in 2017. Havelock was a 

changed team, however, with a 
new head coach and a star running 
back committed to the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.    
Havelock had a powerful offense, 
averaging 52 points in their previous 
ten games and holding teams to 9.5 
points per game defensively. 
   The state championship game 
started off with a touchdown on 
Catholic’s opening drive off a trick 
play where Paul Neel threw the 
touchdown pass to senior running 
back Adam Franek. After unsuc-
cessful offensive drives from both 
teams, Havelock went on to score 
a one-yard rushing touchdown by 
UNC commit Kamarro Edmonds 
to tie the game at 7-7 early in the 
second quarter. Catholic answered 
back on the very next drive with a 
touchdown pass from Sean Boyle to 
freshman tight end Jack Larsen to 
make the game 14-7 in the second 
quarter. From there, it was a defen-
sive battle the rest of the game. Nei-
ther team was able to score any more 
points. Though Havelock threatened 
to do so on their final drive, Catho-
lic’s defense had a clutch stop. An 
interception by senior safety Kevin 
Dumser ensured the Cougars’ four-
peat dreams could come true. Senior 
Liam Barbee, who recorded 15 tack-
les in the final game of his Charlotte 
Catholic career, was named the Most 
Valuable Player of the game. Barbee 
is now the all-time leading tack-
ler in Catholic football history. He 
will be taking a post-graduate year 
at Loomis Chaffee Prep School in 
Connecticut next year, aiming for a 
larger scholarship offer, after previ-
ously committing to Elon University. 
Liam Barbee and Paul Neel are the 
only two football players in Char-
lotte Catholic’s history who have 
won four rings, as both played on 
the varsity team from their freshman 
year to their senior year. 
   It will be a quick turnaround for 
the Cougars, as they will advance 
to 4A football just months after 
winning a 3A State Championship. 
Since there are 19 seniors graduat-
ing from this year’s team, it will be 
interesting to see how the team plays 
in the future. However, their goal is 
to reach even higher by capturing a 
fifth consecutive state championship.
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Lady Coug Garners National Ranking
TESS MULLIGAN
Staff Reporter
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   Though Charlotte Catholic has 
always had talented men’s and 
women’s basketball teams, this 
past year has brought the inter-
est surrounding the women’s 
team to a new level of excite-
ment. Blanca Thomas, a 6’4” 
freshman on the varsity team, 
has garnered unprecedented 
amounts of attention due to her 
athleticism and skill at such a 
young age. 
   ESPN has recently taken 
note of Blanca, naming her a 
nationwide top 15 uncommit-
ted prospect player. Blanca can 
be considered a player with a 
“high ceiling,” meaning she has 
immense potential to improve. 
ESPN gave her a rating of 4+ 
stars, saying that she is “a true 
big with length and the skills to 
make her potentially elite” and 
noting that she is a “shot-block-

ing threat.”
   Blanca, who plays AAU, a 
competitive basketball league, 
for Lady Attack Elite, has re-
cently received offers from 
several noteworthy colleges, in-
cluding the University of Geor-
gia, Wake Forest, UNC, UNCC, 
Michigan, and NC State. She 
said she is “keeping all of [her] 
options open” and that she is 
“interested in all the schools.”
   Blanca, however, is not relax-
ing in the praise and attention. 
She is actively working to grow 
as an athlete and become the 
best player she can be. To train 
for next year, Blanca is playing 
in AAU during the fall, spring, 
and summer, as well as practic-
ing everyday. Much of what 
Blanca learns with Lady At-
tack Elite transfers to Charlotte 
Catholic basketball. She said 

that “both teams work with a 
high tempo and lots of commu-
nication.” She hopes to improve 
her ball handling along with her 
outside shooting.
   Currently, Blanca is being 
scouted at AAU tournaments, 
but unfortunately Covid-19 has 
limited the number of scouts 
attending games. However, 
they watch the games over live 
stream.
   Despite having fantastic sta-
tistics with 18.3 PPG and 13.6 
RPG, Blanca is always looking 
to improve. Her goal is to “keep 
getting better [and] then even-
tually play in college.” Blanca 
hopes to score 1000 points dur-
ing her high school career. 
   When Blanca found out she 
had been mentioned in an 
ESPN article she was “blown 
away,” saying the experience 

was initially unreal. She was 
excited and thankful she was 
mentioned. 
   Most observers agree that 
Blanca’s basketball skills are 
nothing short of impressive. Her 
career so far has been thrilling. 
It is safe to say that Blanca has 
nowhere to go but up.
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Hometown Hornets Suffer Heartbreak in Play-In
PJ O’CONNELL
Staff Reporter
   With things getting “back to nor-
mal” in everyday life, there are still 
changes and modifications to the world 
of sports. This time, it is the NBA 
Playoff schedule. The league officials 
have changed how the playoffs will be 
played, and we think for the better.
   This year, the NBA introduced the 
“Play-In Tournament.” In order for 
teams to have a better shot at making 
the playoffs and to fit more teams into 
the bracket, the NBA created the Play-
In Tournament, allowing the 9th and 

10th seed to compete. Put most simply, 
it works like this: at the end of the sea-
son there are 10 different teams that are 
seeded according to their record.
   The 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th seed 
get placed in the Play-In Tournament 
where the 7th seed plays the 8th seed 
and the 9th seed plays the 10th seed. 
The winners move on to the regularly 
scheduled playoffs while the losers go 
home with no glimpse of the playoffs. 
   In the Eastern Conference, it was 
down to the wire to see who deter-

mined the 7th-10th seed. The race 
consisted of our city’s own Charlotte 
Hornets, the Indiana Pacers, the Wash-
ington Wizards, and the Boston Celtics. 
   With a week remaining in the regular 
season, the standings were Celtics at 
7th, Hornets at 8th, then Wizards at 9th 
and Pacers at 10th. The Celtics had the 
7th seed locked up, while the Hornets 
just needed one more win to secure 
the 8th seed, but if they lost the rest of 
their games, then the Wizards and Pac-
ers would move up in the standings and 
the Hornets would drop to 10th.
   That is exactly what happened. The 
Hornets lost six out of their final eight 
games and dropped to the 10th seed 
in the Eastern Conference, just barely 
making the Play-In Tournament.
   So with the regular season ending 
with a slump for the Hornets, they 
looked to bounce back as they faced 
the Pacers in the first game ever of the 
new Play-In Tournament. The Hornets 
got three days of rest before this game, 
which proved to be beneficial. This 
final game decided the rest of their 

season and determined if they would 
have hope for the playoffs. Hornets 
Rookie and top Rookie-of-the-Year 
candidate LaMelo Ball was looking to 
show off his skills and push the Hor-
nets to the playoffs, but unfortunately, 
that cold streak continued as the Pacers 
annihilated the Hornets, by a score of 
144-117. 
   The Hornets look towards the sum-
mer to prepare for the next season, 
acquire new players, and “use this 
loss as motivation to work harder for 
next season,” according to head coach 
James Borrego. LaMelo Ball gave his 
final thoughts on the season, stating 
that “the biggest lesson is pretty much 
knowing we have to come in there ev-
ery game just with that type of mental-
ity, trying to win and just being ready 
for it.” 
   Charlotte Catholic students have 
voiced their opinion saying that despite 
injuries and poor coaching this year, 
they are hopeful and excited to see 
what their young team can accomplish 
in the future.
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Colonial Catastrophe Creates Panic
WILLIAM HICKS
Staff Reporter
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   A few weeks ago, the students 
of Charlotte Catholic, along with 
many residents on the East Coast, 
have felt the effects of a ransom-
ware cyberattack on the Colonial 
Pipeline. With a critical hit to the 
distribution of gas, lines in front 
of gas stations disrupted traffic 
and gas prices hit highs of $3.50 
per gallon. Even after the short-
age has been mostly resolved, 
there are still numerous questions 
regarding the events’ cause and 
if shortage could have been pre-
vented in the first place. 
   On Saturday, May 8, Colonial 
Pipelines officially acknowl-
edged that it had been attacked 
by ransomware and that their gas 
was being held hostage by some 
criminal group, later identified as 
DarkSide. These criminals de-
manded a ransom of $4.4 million 
in Bitcoin. The company had also 
shut down the majority of the 
pipeline to avoid potentially leak-

ing data on even more susceptible 
parts of the pipeline.
   Once this news hit the south-
eastern states, people began to 
panic at the unknown scale and 
consequences of this situation.
   As a result, word quickly spread 
via social media that everyone 
should top off their tanks to make 
it through the shortage. The gas 

stations also caught wind of this 
event and began to raise their 
prices. 
   Looking back on the data, many 
experts agree that there should 
have been enough reserve gas to 
get the affected states through this 
very temporary shortage. How-
ever, as demonstrated by the 2020 
Toilet Paper Shortage, panic and 

lack of information can aggravate 
an already volatile situation.
   Junior Blaze Cutinho expressed 
his annoyance about the situa-
tion, saying; “I had to wait in line 
for over 20 minutes just to grab 
some overpriced and unneeded 
gas.” While everyone at Char-
lotte Catholic and anyone near 
the Colonial Pipeline should be 
fine, this whole event will simply 
turn out to be an annoyance and a 
small financial blow to those who 
normally depend on reliable gas 
prices. 
   Colonial Pipeline has admitted 
that it did pay the ransom as it 
was “for the best of the country.” 
It minimized the shortage and 
prevented the hackers from doing 
any unnecessary damage.
   Though they will also likely 
have to pay much more than the 
$4.4 million ransom to fix some 
of the damages caused.

     It’s Official! Back to Seven TESS VALKOVSCHI
Staff Reporter

   After going from seven classes 
a day to five classes a day for the 
2020-2021 school year to better 
adhere to Covid-19 precautions, 
CCHS is coming full circle, return-
ing to seven classes a day for the 
2021-2022 school year. School will 
be 100% in-person with no online 
or virtual options. 
   With the five classes a day sched-
ule, each period is 67 minutes in 
length and the schedule rotates 
daily. With seven classes a day, the 
schedule does not rotate, and each 
class will meet at the same time 
everyday, with each period being 
47 minutes in length. Seven classes 
a day versus five allow teachers 
and students consistency on a daily 
basis for learning, instruction, and 
assessment.
   When CCHS switched to five 
classes a day, students lost home-
room, break, and a lunch slot.
   The loss of homeroom was to 
avoid unnecessary congregation in 
the mornings to lessen the spread 

of Covid-19. With the five-class 
schedule, instead of going to their 
assigned homeroom first thing in 
the morning, students report to their 
first class of the day. Mr. Telford 
likes the first class being an aca-
demic class “because students are 
more inclined to be on time in the 
morning.” 
   At the same time, Mr. Telford 
“likes the idea of homeroom” for 
the social aspect for the students 
in the morning. Sophomore Kaleb 
Thorpe misses homeroom, because 
his teacher “was really fun and al-
lowed homeroom breakfast once 
a month.” Administration has not 
100% decided yet whether or not 
the 2021-2022 school year will 
include homerooms, but Mr. Telford 
said “we will have something.” 
   The five-class schedule has two 
lunch slots, where students eat in 
either the first or second depend-
ing on the location of their fourth 
period class of the day. The seven-
class schedule assigns students 

one of three different lunch slots 
that can switch for second semes-
ter depending on course changes. 
Mr. Telford is excited for CCHS to 
return to three lunch slots, because 
it allows for all seniors to have the 
third lunch slot together. 
   Another aspect of the seven-
class schedule to return is “break,” 
though the length has not yet been 
determined. In the old seven class 
schedule, after the third class stu-
dents had been given 20 minutes 
to go to the cafeteria, study in the 
library, see teachers, or chat with 
friends. Break was normally 20 
minutes in length, because it al-
lowed mass to be offered daily for 
all school members. Since CCHS’s 
new priest Father Reid is not at 
school everyday, Mr. Telford is 
unsure if break will remain its usual 
duration since mass will not be 
available daily. 
   With the return to seven classes 
a day, CCHS students will also 
say “welcome back” to lockers, 

midterms, finals, and service hour 
requirements. The school day will 
once again end at 2:35, instead 
of 2:25 because “flex time” was 
created for the five-class schedule.  
One aspect remaining from the five-
class schedule though, is the use of 
Canvas.  
   Honors World History teacher 
Ms. Chamberlain can not wait for 
all of her “planning to not be so 
scattered” and for her classes to 
once again be aligned with each 
other. 
   Charlotte Catholic’s return to the 
seven classes a day schedule for the 
2021-2022 school year will feature 
aspects of the “normal” school day, 
pre-pandemic. Students and teach-
ers alike have something to look 
forward to, whether it be having 
lunch with your entire class if you 
are a rising senior, break, or seeing 
every class every day. Regardless, 
the CCHS community welcomes 
back the seven-class schedule with 
open arms. 
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   The chaos of 2020 brought about 
many changes to our daily life, one 
of which was the school’s change to 
a new schedule. This schedule con-
sists of five 67-minute classes that 
rotate every day. At first, students 
were not accustomed to having five 
classes a day, but as the year pro-
gressed, some found that they liked 
the change and hoped for it to be 
implemented permanently. 
   During this school year, students 
have had to cram less homework 
into their nightly schedule since they 
are only expected to do five classes’ 
worth of homework instead of seven. 
The decrease in homework compen-
sates for the longer class periods. 
When students return home from 
school, they have less reasons to be 
stressed.
   Another reason why students sup-
port the five class schedule is be-
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Staff Some Like Five

Some Like Seven
ABIGAIL HAHN
Staff Reporter

   As the 2020-2021 school year draws to 
a close, teachers and students alike are let-
ting out a collective sigh of relief. During 
a year that was like no other, the Char-
lotte Catholic community contended with 
Covid-19 guidelines, a student body that 
constantly shifted between in-person and 
remote learning, and, of course, a sched-
ule change. 
   A constant presence throughout the year, 
Charlotte Catholic’s rotating five-class 
schedule irked much of the school com-
munity, and many are eagerly anticipat-
ing a return to the typical seven-class 
schedule for the 2021-2022 school year. 
That seven-class schedule should return 
to Charlotte Catholic in order to foster a 
more productive academic environment, 
create continuity in the classroom, and 
provide more physical and emotional 
breaks for students.
   As with any learning system, there are 
pros and cons to Charlotte Catholic’s cur-
rent five-class schedule. The schedule was 
chosen for the 2020-2021 school year be-
cause it made complying with CDC guide-
lines, such as cleaning between classes, 
easier. The schedule was also intended to 
give teachers the flexibility to teach in dif-
ferent ways. However, the schedule hasn’t 
been as conducive to academic flexibility 

as was originally intended. 
Technically, students have the same total 
amount of time in class with both the five-
class and seven-class schedules; however, 
the way that time is spent is radically 
different. With the five-class schedule, 
teachers typically end up with 10 to 15 
minutes of extra time at the end of a 
67-minute period which students often use 
to begin their homework. However, when 
all of this time is added up at the end of 
the semester, the teacher has covered less 
of the curriculum than they otherwise 
would have in a seven-class schedule; in 
fact, students at Charlotte Catholic may 
have lost from three to six weeks of learn-
ing during this school year. However, the 
seven-class schedule, with class periods in 
which all time is spent on task, avoids this 
problem. 
The seven-class schedule also creates a 
more consistent learning environment for 
both teachers and students. With a rotating 
block schedule, teachers only see students 
three or four times per week, rather than 
every day. This means that students are 
not meeting in each class every day, which 
has a number of negative repercussions. 
First, if a student misses a day of class, 
they’re missing the equivalent of nearly 
two classes when compared to a schedule 

in which students visit each class every 
day, making it more difficult to catch 
up on material. Second, an environment 
in which students do not see all of their 
teachers every day can result in a loss of 
continuity in learning where students only 
revisit a particular subject after a day’s 
delay. 
Teachers also experience similar impacts. 
It’s challenging for teachers to create a 
personal relationship with a class if they 
don’t see that class every day. The rotat-
ing schedule also means that different 
classes are covering different topics at 
different times, which can be difficult for 
teachers to keep track of. 
On the other hand, a seven-class schedule 
where students visit all of their classes 
each day solves many of these problems. 
Teachers can cover the same amount of 
material for all of their classes, while 
students enjoy a continuous focus on a 
particular topic or subject.
Finally, a seven-class schedule provides 
students with more physical and emo-
tional breaks. For many students, focusing 
through 67-minute class periods with no 
breaks is very difficult. Following a block 
schedule, students also contend with con-
stantly shifting lunch periods depending 
on their fourth class. 

However, a seven-class schedule resolves 
these issues. With a seven-class schedule, 
class periods are shorter, which means 
that students are moving around more as 
they travel between classes. The reinstate-
ment of a seven-class schedule would also 
mean the reintroduction of a break period, 
which is something that many students 
sorely missed throughout this school year. 
A student’s lunch period is also consistent 
with a seven-class schedule; the only time 
that it could switch would be in between 
semesters when students transition to new 
classes. 
Charlotte Catholic’s decision to use a 
five-class block schedule for the 2020-
2021 school year was a decision based 
on Covid-19 procedures and academic 
experimentation for teachers. However, as 
the school year draws to a close, students 
and teachers alike are in very different 
positions — health-wise and academi-
cally — than they were at the end of last 
year. With this in mind, Charlotte Catholic 
should revert to a seven-class schedule 
for the 2021-2022 school year to create a 
more productive educational environment, 
foster a culture of continuity and focus for 
teachers and students, and provide much-
needed physical and emotional breaks for 
the school community. 
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cause the teachers have more time to 
explain each lesson. With the extra 
twenty minutes in each class, teach-
ers can go over more information 
at once and can go into more detail. 
When the lesson does not take the 
allotted time, students may use the 
remaining time as a study hall period 
in which they can complete their 
homework.
   Some students also enjoy the 
change of schedule for each day 
and not being required to take the 
same class at the same time every 
day. This is helpful for students that 
would have their hardest classes 
earlier in the day before they are 
fully engaged and alert. This variety 
in their schedule can enhance their 
learning experience and may im-
prove their grades. 
   While some students see break as 
an important part of their schedule, 

others believe that getting through 
those first four classes is a better 
trade-off. Junior Gabriel Lazcano 
stated that he would rather “go 
through four classes and only have 
one more left by the end of the lunch 
break than have a break midway 
and then drag through four more 
classes.” 
   Students have valid reasons to 
miss the five class schedule next 
year, and hopefully the administra-
tion will reconsider their decision to 
go back to seven classes a day.


